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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Leimomi Khan Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Support.  Elevating the CEO of 'Aha Punana Leo to a standing member status on the 
Early Learning Board would assure continued, informed, experienced contributions to 
shaping the education of Hawaii's keiki. 
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Hearing 

Serena Hayes Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please PASS HB546, which will help maintain the specialized Hawaiian-medium voice 
on the Early Learning Board, by providing Aha Punana Leo with an "invited" member 
status, not subject to term limits. The statewide Hawaiian language immersion 
opportunities furnished by Aha Punana Leo are key to providing our keiki with culturally 
enriched early education programming, and may be crucial to fulfilling the vision of 
revitalizing and normalizing the Hawaiian language as reflected in Article X, Section 4 of 
the state constitution. The term limits imposed on Aha Punana Leo's historically-filled 
seat for "Hawaiian medium early learning providers" have created a serious challenge 
for this seat to remain continuously and consistently filled for such a small and 
specialized field. This bill will help better sustain the Hawaiian voice on the Early 
Learning Board, to promote the development of our keiki while also furthering the goal 
of perperuating and normalizing the Hawaiian language for future generations to come. I 
respectfully urge you to pass HB546! Mahalo nui! 
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Noel Shaw Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please pass HB546 which help maintian the speicalized Hawaiian- Medium voice on 
Ealry Learning  Board, by providing Aha Punana Leo with an "invited" member status, 
not subject to term limits.  
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Hearing 

Laura Rehmert Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please pass HB546 to provide the Aha Punana Leo with an invited member status not 
subject to term limit. The Aha Punana Leo is essential to the revitalization and 
normalizing the Hawaiian Language. I have 5 children, my three eldest did not attend an 
immersion school, my 4th child entered into a Hawaiian language immersion school in 
first grade, and my youngest child is two and attending an immersion daycare. The 
difference that I see in her cognition compared to her siblings is amazing. She is 
speaking and understanding Hawaiian with ease compared to the struggles my 4th 
daughter had initially. I am so appreciative of the important work that the Aha Punana 
Leo has lead in the Early Learning program. Their voice on the Early Learning Board is 
essential. I respectfully urge you to pass HB546. Mahalo a nui! 

 





Signed. Dr. William H. Wilson 
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cheryl B. Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

SUPPORT 

Always supporting funds and help to early childhood education.  Please include proper 
salary and benefits for the workers always too. 

 





 

Representative Justin H. Woodoson, Chair  
Representative Jeanne Kapela, Vice-Chair 
 
Date of Hearing: 2-11-2021   
Time: 3:00pm   
Location: Conference Room 309 
 

Testimony of Dr. K!haulani "A ipia-Peters, Governing Board Chair 
Ke Kula "O N#wah$okalani"%pu"u Iki LPCS 

 
 

HB 546, RELATING TO EDUCATION 
 

E n! Po"o K#mike a me n! L!l! K#mike o ke K#mike Ho"ona"auao, aloha nui k!kou: 
   
I urge your SUPPORT of HB 546 as this is an important bill for moving Hawaiian language 
medium early education forward. 
  
I am the Chair of the Charter School Governing Board of Ke Kula "O N!wah$okalani"#pu"u Iki, a 
Hawaiian language medium charter school with a prekindergarten program funded by the state. It is 
my understanding that our school has the highest enrollment of any Hawaiian language medium 
charter school in the state. 
 
I urge that the legislature approve the distinctive provisions of HB 546 relating to composition of 
the early learning board to make a representative from "Aha P%nana Leo a standing member. 
  
The statewide Hawaiian language immersion opportunities furnished by "Aha P%nana Leo are key 
to providing our keiki with culturally enriched early education programming, and may be crucial to 
fulfilling the vision of revitalizing and normalizing the Hawaiian language as reflected in Article X, 
Section 4 of the state constitution.  The term limits imposed on "Aha P%nana LeoÕs historically 
filled seat for ÒHawaiian medium early learning providersÓ have created a serious challenge for this 
seat to remain continuously and consistently filled for such a small and specialized field.  This bill 
will help better sustain the Hawaiian voice on the Early Learning Board, to promote the 
development of our keiki while also furthering the goal of perpetuating and normalizing the 
Hawaiian language for future generations to come.  
  
Mahalo for this bill and the many other related initiatives that have come out of our State 
Legislature. 
  
 
Mahalo, 
 

 
 
Dr. K&haulani "Aipia-Peters 
Chair, Governing Board 
Ke Kula "O N!wah$okalani"#pu"u Iki LPCS 

16-120 "' p%kaha"ia St 
Kea"au, HI 96749 
(808) 982-4260 
(808) 966-7821 

www.nawahi.org 
 
 

Ka Papa Alaka"i 
 

Dr. K&haulani 
"Aipia-Peters, 

Pelekikena 
 

K&haulani Shintani, 
Hope Pelekikena 

 
Hi"ilei Vuta, 
K!kau Ô' lelo 

 
Leilani Ka"apuni, 

Pu"uk% 
 

Kamalei Hayes 
 

Dr. Kauanoe 
Kaman! 

 
N! maka Rawlins 

 
Dr. Pila Wilson 

 
Kyla Manzano 

 
Kayla Ahsing 

 
 

 
 

No "Ane"i Ko 
K! kou Ola! 
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Comments:  

Kakoo! 
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DAVID Y. IGE 
                GOVERNOR 

 
                                

STATE OF HAWAI’I 
Executive Office on Early Learning 

2759 South King Street 
HONOLULU, HAWAI’I  96826 

 

         L AUREN MORIGUCHI                                                   
                    DIRECTOR         

 
February 10, 2021 

 
 
TO: Representative Justin H. Woodson, Chair 
 Representative Jeanne Kapela, Vice Chair 
 House Committee on Education 
  
FROM: Lauren Moriguchi, Director 
 Executive Office on Early Learning 
 
SUBJECT:  Measure:  H.B. No. 546 – RELATING TO EDUCATION 

 Hearing Date:  Friday February 11, 2021 
 Time:  3:00 p.m. 
 Location:  Videoconference 

 
Bill Description:  Amends the composition of the early learning board to make a 
representative from Aha Punana Leo a standing member. 

 
 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE ON EARLY LEARNING’S COMMENTS   
 
Good afternoon.  I am Lauren Moriguchi, Director of the Executive Office on Early Learning 
(EOEL).  EOEL is providing comments on H.B. No. 546 – relating to education.  
 
EOEL is statutorily responsible for the development of the State’s early childhood system that 
shall ensure a spectrum of high-quality development and learning opportunities for children 
throughout the state, from prenatal care until the time they enter kindergarten, with priority given 
to underserved or at-risk children. The Early Learning Board (ELB) was established as a 
governing board through Act 202, SLH 2017.  
 
ELB is responsible for directing the EOEL on how best to meet the developmental and 
educational needs of children, from prenatal care to entry into kindergarten; providing 
recommendations to EOEL on improving the quality, availability, and coordination of early learning 
programs; promoting collaboration across agencies and stakeholders serving young children; and 
appoint the EOEL director and evaluating the director on an annual basis. 
 
Recognizing the important role the ELB has in both representing the diverse field of early care 
and education in Hawaii and providing key insight and guidance to the EOEL, the ELB’s 
perspective on this bill is of utmost importance.  
 
The next ELB meeting is scheduled for Thursday February 11, 2021, in which this bill will be 
discussed. Following the meeting, EOEL will be able to provide more substantive comments 
regarding this bill, reflective of the needs expressed by ELB members.  
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THE ELB provides crucial input, direction, and oversight necessary for EOEL to achieve the 
statutory responsibilities of the Office. Representatives on the board are reflective of the diversity 
of the early care and education field in Hawaii, providing unique and important input on how to 
best serve Hawaii’s families and young children. Hawaii is the only state in the United States that 
has designated a native language, Hawaiian, as one of its two official state languages. As such, 
the representative seat for Hawaiian medium early learning providers is a critical member and 
advocate for the important values of a Hawaiian medium early education. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, and for the opportunity to testify on this bill. I am happy to 
answer any questions you may have. 
 
 
 



To:  Representative Justin H. Woodson, Chair 
  Representative Jeanne Kapela, Vice Chair 
  Members of the Senate Committee On Education 
 
From:    Robert G. Peters, Chair 
  Early Learning Board 
 
Subject:  Measure:  HB 546, Relating to Education 
     Hearing Date: Thursday, February 11, 2021 
  Time:  3:00 PM 
  Location:  Conference Room 309 
 
Description: Amends the composition of the early learning board to make a representative from Aha 

Punana Leo a standing member. 
 
Early Learning Board Position:  Supports the Intent 
 
I am Robert G. Peters, Chair of the Early Learning Board (ELB).  Thank you for this opportunity to offer 
written testimony in support of the intent of HB 546, on behalf of the Early Learning Board.  
Unfortunately, the House Committee on Education hearing conflicts with the ELB monthly meeting and 
we are not able to offer oral testimony.   

Through Act 202, Session Laws of Hawaii 2017, ELB transitioned from an advisory to a governing board 
for the Executive Office on Early Learning (EOEL) and is charged with formulating statewide policy 
relating to early learning.   

The ELB is composed of 17 representatives from across the early childhood field, in both the public and 
private sectors.  One of those members is the representative of the Hawaiian medium early learning 
providers.   

Hawaii has designated Hawaiian as one of its two official state languages. As such, and to insure the ELB 
reflects the diversity of the early learning community, the representative for Hawaiian medium early 
learning providers is a critical member and advocate for the important values of a Hawaiian medium early 
education.  `Aha Punana Leo (APL) is currently the only provider of Hawaiian immersion statewide that 
offers programs for infants, toddlers and preschoolers.  To date, the Hawaiian medium early learning 
provider seat has been filled by a representative of `Aha Punana Leo for both the Early Learning Board 
and its earlier iteration, the Early Learning Advisory Board. 

The Hawaiian medium early learning provider seat is limited to two consecutive, two-year teams 
according to current statute.  Thus, the representative cannot serve more than 4 years before terming out. 
The frequency of turn-over creates a challenge to identify a qualified representative to fill this critically 
important seat.  The sense of the Board is that the term limit as provided is a barrier to continuity of 
experienced representation that the amended bill would address.   

Thank you for this opportunity to offer testimony in support of the intent of HB 546.  Please know that I 
can be available to answer questions at another time or in writing via email should Committee members 
have any. 
 





Mahalo nui 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kaleimaile Robia Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha! 

As a Hawaiian language early childhood educator i am in full SUPPORT of this bill. �‹Aha 
PÅ«nana Leo have been one of the leaders in Hawaiian language early childhood 
education for over 30 years and therefore will bring great value and knowledge to the 
board. 

 



HB-546 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 2:54:23 PM 
Testimony for EDN on 2/11/2021 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Jolinda Fortunato Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Kako�‹o wau. 

Mahalo 
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Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Kaimi  Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support the Amends the composition of the early learning board to make a 
representative from Aha Punana Leo a standing member. 
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